The York Courts Of Guilford

A Historic Community with Modern Ideas


Monday, February 20, 2006
7:00 p.m.
Meeting Minutes
7:00

Open Meeting and Welcome
-
Attendees: Sharon Halm #7, Laura Amos #16, Phil Reely and Michael Bracey #25,
Jeff Wasserman and Jessica Kim Quijano #27, Jon Zubin #28, Colleen Bathon #36

7:05

Old Business
· Alley Parking Status
No issues were reported since our last meeting but residents will continue to monitor the situation and report issues as they occur. Suggestion has been made to mark an area at the north end of the alley as non-parking at the bend where there’s been an issue with the trash trucks trying to get past parked cars. Further research will be conducted with the possibility of placing a few orange markers in the trouble spot and asking residents and their visitors to refrain from parking at this location. Basically, this is an area where residents already refrain from parking due to the trash truck issue but guests at the courts who are unfamiliar with this issue have parked occasionally.
We were very happy to see the Guilford Snow Removal team make their way through the alley after our recent snow fall. A note of appreciation has been sent to Lynda Riley, President Guilford Association in the name of the court residents for this service and our hopes that this will continue in the future.
Snow, snow, snow – residents are encouraged and (based on Baltimore City guidelines) required to shovel snow on walkways within eight hours of the snowfall stopping. Violators can be cited and fined for non-compliance.

Reminder: Greenmount parking during snow emergency plan being in effect is prohibited on the west side from 9 p.m. – 9 p.m. and on the east side from 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. Failure to recognize these restrictions can result in fines and towing that run $220 or more.
· York Court Sign Follow-up
Phil will replace the chain loops with sturdier materials in the spring.
Majority of attendees feel the numbers on the signs are adequate and, unless a grant opportunity presents itself, we’ll keep them as they are.

The sign at court #1 was straightened by Harbor Metal Works.
· Court #2 Column Repair Status

No responses have been received from those previously contacted to assist with the repairs. 
Communication will be coordinated with GA to pursue alternatives for completing them. Perhaps a grant can be acquired to cover the expense for repairing these columns which will be discussed with GHCC at a meeting on 3/1/06.

Removing the columns is not an acceptable approach to the issue as such an action would affect the historic appearance of our community and possibly violate the rules and restrictions associated to our historic designation.
· York Court Property Update
3 York Court #1 is on the market. Please share this info with folks you know that might be interested in this property.

· York Road Name Extension Project: Tasks and Volunteers

The ownership lists will be provided to Laura Amos and Sharon Halm for updating against the MD Property Assessment website and to be used on the petition. Donna Morgan will be contacted regarding the proxy letter for owners that do not live at the properties. Pen Lucy and YRP will be asked to send initial contact letters to the residents on the east side of the area in question stating their support prior to the door-to-door campaign for signatures on the petition. The door-to-door campaign will be coordinated with those that previously volunteered and hopes are to set a date in March or early April for this effort.
· Financial Report

Previous balance:
$201.25

Expenses:

$21.00 (Welcome basket for Colleen Bathon at #36)

Balance:

$180.25
A basket has been ordered to present to Kimela Ferguson at #34.

7:45

New Business
· April Neighborhood Clean-up Planning – Super Spring Sweep Thing – April 22, 2006
Michael Bracey will contact city for supplies including: gloves and bags (most felt we had enough tools from prior clean-up projects). Laura Amos has the yellow gloves but we’re hoping to get a pack of the ‘better’ gloves like we had last year.
Michael will  also research getting a roll-off for this date.

More info will be shared as the date approaches and expectations are that we’ll proceed as usual. Anyone with suggestions and ideas for this effort (problem areas, etc.) should submit them.
Sharon and Chuck Halm will host the morning gathering for this event and requests for coffee, juice and continental breakfast type items will be circulated as we approach the date of the event.
· Baltimore Historical Tax Credits Overview – Laura Amos

Details were discussed regarding this program. A great website for information is: http://www.marylandhistoricaltrust.net/presorgs.html and details can also be found at www.guilfordnews.com 
GA Listserve - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/guilfordlist
All are encouraged to join!

· New Owner Welcome Pack
Laura Amos will put together a comprehensive list of information that would be helpful to New Property Owners. Once she’s developed the list, we’ll determine whether additional folks are needed to compile the information. Also, the information will be added to our website at www.pc123smt.com/the_york_courts_of_guilford
· Guilford Association – New President

Lynda Riley is the new GA President who will work closely with Howard during this transition. Phil will setup a meeting with Lynda and Howard to baseline information regarding issues, concerns and projects here at the courts.
8:00

Upcoming Events

· YRP Meeting – March 1, 2006 – Phil will be restating the specifics of the York Road Name Extension Project
· GHCC Meeting – Discuss Grant Opportunities – March 1st, 5 p.m.

· GHCC Workshop – Baltimore Historical Tax Credits – March 1st, 6 p.m.
· NORTHERN DISTRICT STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION – March 15, 2006
· Guilford Supper Club – March 25, 7:00 p.m.
at the home of new Guilford residents Dahlia and Brooks Bennett

301 Northway
-
YCoG Quarterly Meeting - May 2nd -  Guests: MTA and Mary Pat Clarke

All are encouraged to attend and participate with these events.
8:15

Adjourned
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